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U.S. Sugar Policy Continues to Drive Up Costs for Companies and Consumers 

 
Sugar Price Increases Have Exceeded Food Producer Price Index; Congress Can Help With 

Reforms in the Next Farm Bill  

 

Washington, D.C. (November 15, 2023) – The Sweetener Users Association (SUA) today 

released updated numbers on the historically high cost of sugar, driven up by U.S. sugar policy.   

 

According to USDA data, U.S. sugar prices have increased 126.1 percent in just the past decade 

(27.2 cents/pound in 2013 to a projected 61.5 cents/pound in 2023). At those prices, U.S. sugar 

prices were 22.5 percent more than world prices in 2013 and a projected 105 percent more in 

2023. 

 

High U.S. sugar costs are more startling when compared to the food producer price index (PPI): 

 

• In 2022, refined beet sugar prices rose at more than twice the rate of the PPI, and cane 

sugar prices rose at almost three times the rate. 

 

• In 2023, refined beet sugar prices again rose at nearly twice the rate of the PPI, while 

cane sugar prices rose at near the PPI rate from an elevated base. 

 

The Government Accountability Office affirmed in a recent report that the special protections 

federal sugar policy provides to sugar growers — as compared to other farm producers — come 

at the expense of U.S. food companies, which face record-high sugar prices that lead to job loss 

and higher food costs for consumers. 

 

“Sugar-using companies and consumers are paying much more for sugar thanks to outdated U.S. 

sugar policy, which Congress can fix,” said SUA President Rick Pasco. “We encourage Congress 

to modernize the U.S. program in the next farm bill to better serve all stakeholders.” 

 
### 

 
The Sweetener Users Association (SUA) represents American food companies that use sugar to make the products 

U.S. consumers know and love — from sweet treats to everyday staples like bread, pasta sauce, yogurt and peanut 

butter. Sugar-using companies employ hundreds of thousands of Americans across the United States, including 

bakers, confectioners, factory workers and more. 

 

Connect with us at SweetenerUsers.org or follow us on Twitter @SweetenerUsers. 
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