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TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

November 6,2019

Re: Release of Draft Amendment to the Agreement Suspending the Countervailing Duty
Investigation on Sugar from Mexico

TheU.S. Department ofCommerce (Commerce) has formally opened consultations withthe
Government ofMexico (GOM)1 with respect to apossible amendment to the Agreement
Suspending the Countervailing Duty Investigation onSugar from Mexico (CVD Agreement).2

Aspart of these consultations, Commerce isreleasing adraft amendment to the CVD Agreement
for the consideration of interested parties (see Attachment). The attached draft contains, among
others, the following elements that would amend theCVD Agreement:

• Reviseddefinitions for Other Sugar and Refined Sugar;
• Change to theallotment ofRefined Sugar under theExport Limit;
• Revised procedures for consultations with theGOM and the U.S. Department of

Agriculture for increasing the Export Limit;
• Contract-specific Export Licenses;
• Enhancements tomonitoring and penalties for non-compliance;
• Setting anew Export Limit for the Initial Export Limit Period.

This draft text represents the starting point in the consultation and renegotiation process. Allof
the provisions, terms, and definitions are open to discussion and will be fully considered for
purposes of the negotiations toamend the CVD Agreement. Interested parties are invited to
submit comments onthetextby November 12,2019. In particular, Commerce would liketo
draw attention to and invite parties to comment on (1) what the effective date of any amendment
should be, inthe event thesignatories to the original CVD Agreement reach agreement; (2)
whether the Export Limit for each type of sugar has been effective inremoving the injury; (3)
whether the definitions of Refined and Other Sugar based onpolarity should beadjusted; and (4)
anyother issues the parties wish to raise concerning theprovisions, terms, and definitions
contained in the draft text.

1See Letter to the Government ofMexico from P. Lee Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy &Negotiations,
"Consultations onPotential Amendment to the Agreement Suspending theCountervailing Duty Investigation on
Sugar from Mexico" (November 4,2019).
2See Sugar From Mexico: Suspension ofCountervailing Duty Investigation, 79FR 78044 (December 29,2014).
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