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Western Sugar Cooperative 

 

 American farmer-owned 
from seed planting to sugar 
sale 

 Multigenerational, small 
family farms 

 Proud of our 100 year+ 
commitment to the land & 
community 
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Time for a paradigm shift 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjw6ZTSwZPSAhUW52MKHZBUASgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.commondreams.org/views/2013/10/30/gmo-wars-global-battlefield&bvm=bv.146786187,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG6jhOqj5H8I7Gfb6KnUs0uWKnr0Q&ust=1487296432329190
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We live in a “free” society impacting farming 

 Consumers care more about 
what’s NOT in their food 

 HUGE misconceptions about 
technology 

 Ideology versus science & 
ideology is winning 

 Labels construe meaning; drive 
sales through misperception 

 Same consumers avoiding 
certain products are concerned 
about the environment 

 Glyphosate used on both beets 
and cane 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV_6eP1oPSAhUE0GMKHYHTAC8QjRwIBw&url=http://biochecked.com/glyphosate-free-certified/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHG0hXBpY0um7RhKyX9EqdKxkIapg&ust=1486752227978609
http://www.rosannadavisonnutrition.com/six-foods-and-drinks-that-sound-healthy-but-arent/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFksDd1oPSAhVH2mMKHSdiDtgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.puregelato.com.au/dairy-free-gelato-cakes.html&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFEuIGn1Jj2TNstFtL2b_wXCCdvDg&ust=1486752431497266
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit3NaG14PSAhUgHGMKHeY-CVwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.facebook.com/truwhip/app/208195102528120/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGezHUCwcnkl_AYTzS4r1uYcXHZuQ&ust=1486752543819461
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_iMCf14PSAhUJKGMKHVJ1BU8QjRwIBw&url=http://amishcountrystoreonline.com/sugarfree-grape-jelly/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGGkiHUzuC6LXt2FsbVfzqczRK7jQ&ust=1486752590191150
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwje-Ovgqo3SAhUJjVQKHfp-AdkQjRwIBw&url=http://tommyssuperfoods.com/organic-foods-non-gmo/&psig=AFQjCNEHv9DgA9xydI6qP3ZuqwvrQXI3mA&ust=1487084262212021
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjuo9OzxZPSAhUK9WMKHa0YDvwQjRwIBw&url=http://snack-girl.com/snack/Healthy-Nut-Free-Snacks/&bvm=bv.146786187,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG6MhXQkA1A4AiVR9Dh7GuS_wkCAA&ust=1487297413545594
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6m8fv1oPSAhUUXGMKHakGBkoQjRwIBw&url=http://stonefiregrill.com/gluten-free/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNE5vtBrjqChm6y28DhaoNpVvmbIEQ&ust=1486752508418407
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GMOs are safe & key to sustainability 

The study: 

 26 accredited scientists 

 2 years of investigation 

 900 published studies, 80 presentations & 
700 public comments representing both 
sides of the debate 

The findings (glyphosate tolerance): 

 Increased yield 

 Herbicide quantity & toxicity reduced 

 No agronomic impact from weed 
population shifts 

 Management practices exist to minimize 
resistance development 
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Technology protects our farms & families 

 Farming is challenging: socially, economically 
& environmentally 

 Industry reported on 25 different 
environmental benefits to the National 
Academies of Science 

 GMO sugar beets require fewer & safer 
inputs (10-fold less toxic) 

Conventional GMO 
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Sustainability: a partnership between growers & 
manufacturers 

 

 Sustainability is important to the 
consumer 

 Often times sourcing non-GMO 
products is counter to sustainability 

 Carefully tracking, documenting and 
analyzing on-farm data = our story 

 By quantifying what we do we 
create transparency and a means for 
YOU to share a compelling story 
with the consumer. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9ovHk34PSAhVBRmMKHSJ9C4UQjRwIBw&url=https://www.lds.org/manual/new-teacher-training-resource/at-home-learning-experiences/learning-experience-13-deciding-how-to-teach-exercising-faith?lang%3Deng&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGSERvGlKRj9XqFiP__1OS30z5kvw&ust=1486754866123462
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwje-Ovgqo3SAhUJjVQKHfp-AdkQjRwIBw&url=http://tommyssuperfoods.com/organic-foods-non-gmo/&psig=AFQjCNEHv9DgA9xydI6qP3ZuqwvrQXI3mA&ust=1487084262212021
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Building our story, protecting our legacy 

Commitments 

 All growers contractually commit annually to not use 
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), organophosphates, soil 
fumigants, Atrazine or Paraquat 

 Most aggressive Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategy 
of all beet sugar Cooperatives 

 Growers encouraged to engage in conservation easement 
opportunities 

 Rely on our trusted, best in class internal team of 
agriculturalists to continually expand program participation & 
Best Management Practice (BMP) adoption 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwislaez5IPSAhVB3mMKHZXKBdMQjRwIBw&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/contract/59244/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFcJQWhO7YuUdbmSyGqmgqNESM6qA&ust=1486756138982332
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgr4386oPSAhUK3mMKHTEyDc0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.flaticon.com/packs/humans-3&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGR5K42SibS8Y842MFLKv0QnTkNKw&ust=1486757854026226
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Building our story, protecting our legacy 

Calculations for Creating Transparency 

 Partnered with industry-leading tech providers to create 
largely seamless data collection platform  

 Easy to access cloud storage 

 Collaborating with domestic & international leaders 
in sustainability data analytics & benchmarking 

 Utilizing internal multi-disciplinary team, develop Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) & continuous 
improvement program 

 Partnering with 3rd parties when necessary to deliver 
innovations supporting sustainability goals 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjY2qPQ6oPSAhVN5mMKHUneCdwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeiconspng.com/free-images/analytic-icon-11453&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNENpTy2q_wAoM7TVD0F_h3ZDMRK1A&ust=1486757696736515
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGhaHD64PSAhUHzGMKHVwtDlwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.albany.edu/campusrecreation/intramurals.php&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHe6E1J9MpZwqZ7d0WUkj_qTmAM7g&ust=1486758016741901
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhq7zl6YPSAhVR9WMKHaTnAxIQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/64d4a3ab566282f72ee67871e7168e3ee75de5fd/white-cloud-clipart-png.html&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGf8qTRGxxkNsgqGUc9zE0YPh5a7A&ust=1486757589368506
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim-unj54PSAhUC4mMKHfX9B9QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.canstockphoto.com/vector-clipart/pot.html&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFAlBUGmrdwCJ5H_FAqaSrHKnZ7yA&ust=1486757029058136
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi22P7A6YPSAhUN7mMKHdB_B9kQjRwIBw&url=http://pt.123rf.com/photo_19686419_exterminador-pest-control-vara-pictograma-%C3%8Dcone-figura.html&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNF-9xt2T3-DZ5_PkyakxWS5Nxm2_Q&ust=1486757484484696
http://www.iconsplace.com/black-icons/tractor-icon
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Building our story, protecting our legacy 

Validation 
 

 Members of Field to Market sustainability tracking 
program 

 Robust verification of data analytics 
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Step change plus continual improvement 
Cut diesel consumption 

enough across cooperative 

to fuel up 5,500 semis 

annually 

Reduced water consumption 

enough to fill over 15,000 

Olympic- sized swimming 

pools annually 

Cut carbon dioxide 

emissions equivalent to 

removing over 10,000 cars 

from the road annually 

Improved biodiversity by 

increasing yield 30% and 

reducing herbicide toxicity 

nearly 10-fold 
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Committed to sustainability & quality 

 Adopting new technology & actively 
engaging in sustainability tracking 
allows us to deliver a top quality 
product with reduced impact on the 
environment 

 Our sugar has not changed: GMO- and 
Pesticide-free and 100% natural 

 We believe sugar derived from US 
produced sugar beets is the most 
sustainable source globally. 


